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Ensuring success through attendance.  

Being away from school 1 or 2 days a week doesn’t seem much but did you know…..

	When Your Child misses....
	This equates to….. 
	Which amounts to…..


	Over 13 Years of school…..


	The best your child can achieve………..



	1 day a fortnight
	20 days a year
	4 weeks a year
	Nearly 1.5 years
	Equal to finishing Year 11

	1 day a week
	40 days a year
	8 weeks a year
	Over 2.5 years
	Equal to finishing Year 10

	2 days a week
	80 days a year
	16 weeks a year
	Over 5 years
	Equal to finishing Year 7

	3 days a week
	120 days a year
	24 weeks a year
	Nearly 8 years
	Equal to finishing Year 4

	Regularly starting school late and leaving early also has significant impacts on the learning of individuals, as well as disrupting group learning.

The bell rings at Victoria Point State School at 8:50am. Students need to be here before this bell and be organised for learning. This includes ordering tuckshop.



	Be on time, be ready. Everyday counts at Victoria Point State School




Analysis of our student attendance data for 2013, has identified some alarming concerns. Some year levels had under 90% attendance throughout the year, which equates to many students absent 20 or more school days per year. That equates to four weeks of school being missed. Over the 13 years of schooling this can create a significant impact on the ability for students to succeed.

Our data also shows a number of students arriving late to class. Even being 5 minutes late impacts on your child’s learning as well as the other students in the class.

A major school focus will be on lifting the attendance rate of our students. As parents it is our responsibility to ensure that students are coming to school on time, are equipped and ready to learn, as well as attending school except for when they are sick.

Please turn over for helpful tips

Ways to help your child:

Children are at a very different stage in their lives to us. Psychologically, children are fundamentally different to adults. They need to arrive early, before class starts, in order to have time to settle into the day. Having time to organize their materials and mentally adjust to the school environment gives children a sense of control over their lives.

Missing school days is likewise very unsettling for children. Children not only miss the academic work, which creates a whole chain of negative consequences, but they can start to feel apart or disconnected from their classmates. This is very damaging for a child’s sense of self. 

Top Tips for Regular Attendance

1. Children need a minimum of ten (10) hours of quality sleep – more if they are growing rapidly; have experienced an emotional upheaval recently; have learning problems or health issues which have not responded to intervention or have just started a new school year (all school children need extra sleep the first few weeks of the year)

2. Children sleep best when they eat a nutritious dinner early and have a stable routine. Doing things in exactly the same order every evening is like a soothing lotion applied to a child’s mental state

3. Television is a stimulant. If you want to make your life as a parent more difficult, just let your child watch something exciting on television and then insist that they go to bed “and sleep immediately”. Do this on a regular basis and you can turn your home into a battleground every evening (likewise with sugary foods in the evening)

4. Reading to your child in his/ her bed is very reassuring and relaxing for your child 

5. The evening before, ask your children about the next day’s school activities and help your children to organize any special equipment.  This not only saves valuable seconds in the morning but helps your child to mentally prepare for the next day

6. Get up early and ensure students have a nutritional breakfast before they come to school. It is important their minds and bodies are fuelled appropriately for the day.

7. Allowing television watching in the morning sends a very confusing message to children about your expectations and starts them off on the wrong intellectual footing from the beginning. 

8. Talk through issues relating to not coming to school. Be firm but fair with your answers and do not let children stay home if a school issue is their reason. Contact the school for assistance.

9. It is normal from time to time for children not to want to come to school (like adults with work). It is not normal for adults to allow children to set the agenda 

10. Praise your child for being organised, ready for school and on time

11. Let your child’s teacher know. They will reinforce your praise and their effort

Contact the Principal, Deputy Principal or Guidance Officer on 38205666 if you need help.


